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2) Directive 98/71/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 October 1998
on the legal protection of designs.
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4) Code de la propriété intellectuelle (Derniere modification: 7 novembre 2018).

5) B4, <ol gk =] TaE AA skde] o]g3 A A -AHeS
A Y 2014. 5. 1. A3 20127151535149 THE-S S0 2, TR B3
A2015-115, =4 2-A9]43], 2015, 8.



42 The Journal of Law & IP M9H AIPs

symboles graphiques et les caractéres typographiques)’} =
ST PRSI Yo

3} AR A5 (novelty) 2 HIAFE A (non—obviousness)7)
59 848 FEdtofof st =& vl=r B A|1T1x28) = Alfat
o, SR, AAAQ] FUAF YARIe st HARISSH =

£ WS F IEE fAsk o ok s 582 1996d %
o ‘ZAFEIS BAHE UARl E5EY A rpol=El & Sl F
AAE ARl olghs 8.4d0] FEEA] Wt o F = vl 53
A171zAA FA3 e ZE YAl gk A7ad-S AHsl]
A oly Atk st A9 &, ZE tARIo] A8 A

6) Pl=2 pElushel 2] OARIESHo] EAstA] douw TARRld =
sy OIS Z HEE A

7) Plar S selust S R AR HIAE A (non-obviousness) &
a8t E, ZE Hately Bl e GAlCA o] ¢ ZE tARI% &3]
Apo7h Slofok HARISS 2 dAe5e W 5 Utk

8) 35 US. Code § 171. Patents for designs
(a) In General.-
Whoever invents any new, original and ornamental design for an article of
manufacture may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements
of this fitle.
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10) 17 U.S.Code §101. Definitions.

11) @<, “PDF EA o AR8-5 EEQ A& oigh 1, Mgsta, Al19d
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12) Eltra Corp. v. Ringer, 579 F.2d 294 (4th Cir. 1978).

13) Jonathan L. Mezrich, Extension of Copyright to Fonts - Can the Alphabet be Far
Behind?, Computer L. Rev. & Tech. J., 1998.

14) Adobe Systems Inc. v. Southern Software Inc., 45 USPQ 2d 1827 (NDCal. 1998).



44 The Journal of Law & IP M9E A2

R0 23] A FEIE Ao 2 3 1
oIN YA AAFOlE Bk JorE, BEY B4E AT ot
1 17) ofee EE(EAA)E el BaThdel B4 Re

:
rrz
Lo
oﬁ
E

e E e EE ARl And 7sEG FEE weshs A
A B4 & 7 glta B EFE QX}JOH ek Aztede

~—

%
sl Ut &, PES Ao tiste] (1) o5&t dledE3 (2
&2 7125 7HA AL JARE A-8Aola B-8ARI 7sk F 7k #
Fo JBEle] ITale] ASo)= 7 o] deF =M (artistic
craftsmanship) o] §lthal #ehd 79oll= ARAH o R HoslA &
=19 mEha] GEL ded S 7IeoR st EE7FsA ol
3 sk AXY BolAwk, ZE trRIL ded S 2

AA UL Kol A2 HaThde] Hal 9lA] Tt

N

"
O}.l( ol
KNI

i

El
it yo £ o

o,

>

4 Ao Qo] ARAPHOEE HES WA 23
) QEe Zeof wesle] TARAUAE 0@
QT F17)

d
e
P
_O|lt‘
fd

—

15) Demnis S. Karjala and Keiji Sugiyama, Fundamental Concepts in Japanese and
American Copyright Law, The American Journal of Comparative Law Vol. 36, No. 4
(Autumn, 1988), 625,
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{Abstract)

A Study on the Legal Protection of

Fonts and Font files

Yoon, Giseung*

Many countries regulate legal protection with fonts and
accumulate their precedents. Similarly, in Korea, laws and
precedents related to fonts are as follows. Since the font
itself is hardly regarded as copyrighted work, a design
registration application must be filed to protect it. In
principle, when a design right is registered for a font, the
font design right has a monopoly exclusive right to the font
design and a similar range. However, the validity of the
right to design shall be limited when the typeface is used
in the normal process such as typing, typesetting or
printing, or when the result is produced by the use of the
typeface. In addition, since font files correspond to
computer programs, they may be protected under copyright
law. However, the part where the work of authoring the

font file is recognized is limited to the part where the

*Ph.D. in Law, Lecturer of Kyonyang Univ.
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outline of the font design is modified or produced. Therefore,
the unauthorized copying of the font file by a third party
without the permission of the copyright holder is a
copyright infringement, but the copyright does not have
effect on the result of signboard, publicity, homepage, etc.
by using the copied font file.

The general public is not aware of the legal relationship
with fonts. Therefore, ordinary people are very embarrassed
when they receive a warning of copyright infringement from
an attorney who is a representative of the copyright holder
of a font file, and try to close the case in a short time. Of
course, it is important to legally protect font developers
who develop fonts with a lot of time and effort, but it is
also important to prevent third parties from being inadvertently
harmed by not knowing the law. Therefore, this paper is
intended to help general people understand the legal
relations related to the font by describing the legal

relations related to fonts in detail.

Key Words: fonts, fonts file, font design, typeface, design
right, copyright



